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rS'/ZLOPIlTG  A  Si,:ALL-TIFS  TUSlBiY  AF  THE  ^,^09 
IUiTI011A.L  AGRICULTUFAL  RESEARCH  CEHTER  FEb^Co 
BELTSVILLE,  MD.  ,  o.,  Qe-oarTaT;  ■■ 


Df-ring  the  last  feu  years  there  has  heon  a  sinjiltaneous  ine-reauG~~'~~~lj 
in  the  rnonhor  of  turkeys  raised  and  in  the  avcra.gc  si^c  of  turkc^Ps^pro- 
duced.  However,  there  has  not  hoon  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  dc- 
nand  for  the  heavier  weight  "birds  and  this  Ixas  resulted  in  a  price  dif- 
fcrenticH  of  fron  l/S  cont  to  5  cents  per  pound  in  favor  of  snaller 
narkot  turkeys.  This  denand  on  the  part  of  consuners  appears  to  "be  "based 
on  sound  considerations  and  is  likely  to  "oe  pemanent.  For  these  reasons 
the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  initiated  in  1934  at  the  Rational 
AgricrJLtural  Research  Center,  Beltsvillc,  Maryland,  an  cxpcrinental  proj¬ 
ect  on  the  dcvelopncnt  of  a  snall-typc  turkey.  Since  that  tine  narked 
progress  has  "been  made  ""Out  it  will  take  several  years  to  develop  and 
fix  definitely  the  desired  characteristics  in  this  small-type  of  turkey. 


Several  of  the  standard  varieties,  the  wild  turkey,  and  Uhite 
Austrian  turkeys  imported  from  Scotland  have  "been  crossed  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  small- type  turkey.  From  the  crosslored  progeny  selections 
are  "being  made. 


The  characteristics  desired  are  as  follows: 
Ueight  at  m.arkot  ago (24-26  v/eeks) : 


Live  weight  Dressed  weight 

( undrawn ) 

Young  toms .  12  to  17  pou;ids  11  to  15  l/2  pounds 

Young  hens .  7  l/2  to  10  pounds  6  l/2  to  9  poxinds 


Conformation; 

Com.pact  "body  v;ith  short  logs,  long  keel  "bone,  and 
an  a"bu]i dance  of  meat, 

E-arly  maturity: 

In  finished  condition  with  respect  to  fat,  fleshing, 
and  feathering  at  the  age  of  24  weeks. 

Performance ; 

Reasona"bly  high  egg  production  -  50  percent  from  begin¬ 
ning  of  laying  to  June  1,  High  fertility  -  90  percent 
or  greater.  High  hatchability  -  80  percent  or  more  of 
fertile  eggs.  High  viability  -  85  percent  or  more  of 
all  poults  started. 

Color:  Uhite 

Ho  liatching  eggs,  po^'nlts,  or  breeding  stock  arc  available  for 
distribution  "oy  the  Denar tment. 
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